Perkins IV Data Collecting Action Plan

2005-2006 Baseline Requirements

For new Perkins IV, Tennessee must submit a “Transition Plan”. The Transition Plan requires baseline data for three core indicators, 1S1 (Academic Attainment- Reading/Language Arts), 1S2 (Academic Attainment - Mathematics), and 4S1 (Student Graduation Rates).  The Office of Vocational and Adult Education is requiring for these Academic Attainment Core Indicators that the 2005-06 reporting year will be the baseline year that states and local systems use to determine performance levels for the reporting years beginning from 2007. 

By definitions of Investors and Concentrators, the following data will be needed to generate baseline data:
1S1 – CTE students who earned 2 or more credits in one or more program areas
· Took the Gateway Test of reading/language arts (English II or Writing) 

· Left secondary education (drop-outs and graduates)

· Passed the Gateway Test of reading/language arts (English II or Writing)

1S2 – CTE students who earned 2 or more credits in one or more program areas
· Took the Gateway Test of Mathematics (Algebra I) 

· Left secondary education (drop-outs and graduates) 

· Passed the Gateway test of Mathematics (Algebra I)

4S1 - CTE students who earned 2 or more credits in one or more program areas
· Graduated

· Left secondary education (drop-outs and graduates)

Time Frame and Data Collecting

The State Transition Plan is due by 4/15/2007.  In order to fulfill the current requirements for “Investors” and “Concentrators” we must move forward with the data collection process in order to meet the April deadline.  Baseline value of Tennessee as a whole, and individually by school systems must be generated based on 2005-2006 CTE data.  Although the Career and Technical Education Division has set up an on-line data reporting system, eTIGER since 2004-2005 School Year, eTIGER only collects course information for all CTE students and not earned course credits.  The TNDOE data warehouse also does not collect credit data.
All CTE courses offered by Tennessee school systems require state approval with identified course standards and competencies for each course.  It is at local system discretion to set the credits awarded for each course and this varies from system to system. For example, at the system level, the same CTE course may be granted a different number of credits to students who enrolled depending on different course schedule arrangements (i.e., block scheduling) or different school calendar.  A Tennessee CTE student may earn a different number of credits for the same course from one school system to another or even in different schools within that system.
While the final State Plan guidelines have not been received as of  January 2007, the tentative definitions of investors and concentrators were provided via email Thursday, January 31st.
“CTE Investor - a secondary student who has earned two (2) or more career and technical (CTE) credits in one or more program areas (e.g., health care, or business services and agriculture).”
“CTE Concentrator - a secondary student who has earned three (3) or more credits in a single program area (e.g., health care, or business services and agriculture) or two (2) credits if the State and /or their local eligible recipients recognize two course sequences at the secondary level.”
“States are encouraged, though not required, to use these student definitions for the core indicators of performance in their new Perkins IV State plans.  The Secretary is considering whether to issue regulations requiring a State to agree to use these student definitions for the core indicators.  If the Secretary decides to regulate on this matter and adopts final rules, a State may be required to amend its State plan accordingly.”
 “The Department will continue to require States to submit their proposed student definitions and measurement approaches for the core indicators of performance in their new State plan submission.  However, the Department concurs that not enough time is available for the State to reach agreements with their eligible recipients on local level of performance, with the exception of the core indicators for academic attainment and graduation rates for which States have negotiated Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO) and Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) under NCLB.  Therefore the Department has removed the requirement for the States to submit adjusted levels of performance for the core indicators (with the exception of the academic attainment and the graduation rates) in their April submission.  This action will allow States more time to negotiate local adjusted levels of performance with their eligible recipients. 
 States will be required to submit this information when they submit their full five-year plan prior to the second program year (July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009). 
The Department will continue to negotiate on and hold States accountable for the academic indicators in section 113(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Act.  Section 113(b)(3)(A) requires each eligible agency, with the input from its eligible recipients, to establish in the State plan under section 122, level of performance for each of the core indicators of performance described in subparagraphs (A) and (B), including academic attainment.  Moreover the section 123 (a)(1) requires that a State be subject to sanctions (ranging from program improvement plan to possible withholding of State administration and leadership funds) if it fails to meet its performance levels for any of the core indicators of performance, including academic attainment of all students, including those who participate in career and technical education.  In fact, the Secretary is considering whether to issue regulations requiring a State to agree to “adjusted levels of performance” that are the same as the State’s AMO”S or targets for graduation rate under ESEA.  If the Secretary decides to regulate on this issue and adopt final rules, a State may be required to amend its State plan” memo from Troy Justensen - Response to Public Comments received on OMB collection 1830-0029 - State Plan guide
Due to investor and concentrator definitions, the data collection for “earned credits” of past four years CTE course takers is essential to the State database.  The Baseline performance level for the State and each school system is required to be included in the State Transition Plan with the due date of 4/15/2007.  Therefore, the potential 2005-2006 investors are the first group that must be identified to determine baseline performance levels.  

Based on the requirements, two stages of data collecting are planned as follows:

Stage I - Baseline Data Reporting (Due 2/15/2007)
Report potential 2005-2006 investors’ earned CTE credits to generate Baseline value of school system:
· 2005-2006 CTE Graduators with number of CTE credits earned
· 2005-2006 CTE drop-out students list with number of CTE credits earned

Stage II – Earned CTE Course Credits Reporting (Due 4/30/2007)
Report all potential CTE investors’ earned CTE credits including the following prior years CTE students:

· 2002-2003 9th graders

· 2003-2004 9th and 10th graders

· 2004-2005 9th, 10th, and 11th  graders

· 2005-2006 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders

Beginning from 2006-2007 school year, earned credits of each student are included in eTIGER data reporting.

.

