Contextual Academics
Contextual Academics refers to the teaching of content, traditionally considered as academic, using methodologies related to the workplace and the real world. Any course may be taught contextually. However, these courses are intentionally designed to be taught at grade level—not as remedial courses. They use the same standards and expectations as the traditional academic courses.
Contextual courses have the advantage of helping students see the reason for studying some concepts that may appear abstract. Students often develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter because they can experience ways in which the concepts relate to workplace and real-world applications.

Tennessee has selected some courses which are specifically considered Contextual Academic courses. The Division of Career and Technical Education has worked with the Math, Science, and English sections of the State Department of Education to align content with professional development to provide interested teachers with contextual strategies.
The following are considered Contextual Academics courses:

· Algebra I (Course Code 3102, reported as 31022 for class size and training purposes)

· Geometry (Course Code 3108, reported as 31082 for class size and training purposes)

· English IV ((Course Code 3005, reported as 30052 for class size and training purposes)

· Biology I (Course Code 3210, reported as 32102 for class size and training purposes)

· Principles of Technology I (Course Code 3220—no separate code is needed for class size and training purposes)

· Principles of Technology II (Course Code 3256—no separate code is needed for class size and training purposes)

Teachers who teach these courses must be highly qualified in the respective academic area and must attend the state-designated training. For specific information about the training, see the Training Schedule on the Contextual Academics page and the Interim Guidelines.
Since students in these courses must pass the same end-of-course tests used in the traditional academic classes, teachers do not complete competency profiles for these particular courses.

For further information contact Lynne Cohen (lynne.cohen@tn.gov, 615-532-2837) or Wanda Harris (wanda.harris@tn.gov, 615-532-2804).

