Literacy Activity:  Anticipation Guide

How do I use an anticipation guide? 

Teacher Directions

Preparation Time:  Less than 15 minutes for teacher to develop statements for use on the Anticipation Guide
Time to complete: 
10 minutes or more
Benefits of use and extra scaffolds:

· Forces students to interpret large segments of text, a paragraph or two, or even different pages at a time, 

· Uses prediction as a means of developing purposes for engaging in reading and constructing personal meaning from text,

· Strengthens reading skills and student expression and position on the subject,

· Builds confidence by strengthening their personal opinion on subject matter,
· Opens class activity - Teaching Bell to Bell 
Teacher Preparation for an Anticipation Guide

Step 1: Teachers
· Assess large segments of materials/text for major concepts to be learned.

· Write statements based on the concepts,

· Limit the number of statements to the important concepts that must be learned - (5 to 10),
· Statements should rephrase what the text states to stop the “hunt and find mentality”, and 
· Some statements may not have a correct answer. This could stimulate great discussion leading to deeper understanding of the subject matter.
Step 2

· An answer key is not needed. Leave room for interpretation of the statements on the anticipation guide and for interpretation of the text. 

Classroom Procedure for Implementing an Anticipation Guide

Step 1

· Introduce the content of the lesson. 
· Introduce the skill of prediction.

· Model the use of the skill of predicting. 
Step 2
· Explain to students that an anticipation guide will be used to help make predictions, which is what strategic readers do. 

· Individually have students read each statement on the anticipation guide and place a check mark next to the statements they believe to be correct. Explain that being right or wrong at this point is not important because they are making predictions. Once they read the text they can change their minds about any statement if they feel they should. 

· Check to insure students are committing to some of the statements and monitor student discussion and answer questions, but keep the discussion student centered.
Step 3

· Students move to small groups and discuss their predictions using prior knowledge. Books remain closed. 
Step 4

· With the anticipation guide open on the desk, students break off the discussion and begin silent reading. 
· Students should document their support of the statements by giving the page number and paragraph number on the page where they found supporting information or information that negated a statement.
Step 5

· Once most students are finished, students take their work to the small group and come to consensus within the group on the statements. Allow students to discuss and make reference to their documentation.

· When the group has come to consensus on the anticipation guide, begin a whole-class discussion to attempt to achieve a classroom consensus. 
· Review and reinforce the use of the skill of predicting.
Step 6

· Continue reflection through a free-write, 3-2-1, or homework.
