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The 13 sites of the California Cities Gang Prevention Network – pioneers in implementing balanced and 
comprehensive approaches to reducing gang violence – provided the examples, guidance, context, and updates that 
principally inform this toolkit, often on a quick turnaround.  Indeed, key contacts and numerous others in the 13 
cities showed unflagging support and responsiveness for the toolkit project. The sites include Fresno, Los Angeles, 
Oakland, Oxnard, Richmond, Sacramento, Salinas, San Francisco, San José, Santa Rosa, and Stockton. Two network 
cities, San Bernardino and San Diego, hosted in-depth research visits.

Jean O’Neil of Aries Consulting and Andrew Moore, NLC senior fellow, each served as principal researchers and 
writers for multiple sections of the toolkit.  Jack Calhoun, NLC senior consultant and director of the network, 
provided valuable overall framing for many sections and identified numerous illustrative examples.  Julie Bosland 
and Michael Karpman brought the toolkit into its final form through skillful editing.  Clifford M. Johnson provided 
overall editorial guidance, and Alexander Clarke was responsible for design and layout.  The National League of 
Cities’ partners at the National Council on Crime and Delinquency – Angela Wolf, Fabiana Silva, Barry Krisberg, and 
Vanessa Hisert – also helped identify, frame, and recount examples throughout this toolkit.

From its inception, in order to convene cities to share promising practices and to formulate joint recommendations 
for improvements in gang reduction policy, the network has depended on generous financial support from a range of 
philanthropic institutions, including the East Bay Community Foundation, the Richmond Children’s Fund, and The 
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund.  Ray Colmenar and Julio Marcial, on behalf of The California Endowment and The 
California Wellness Foundation, respectively, provided NLC and NCCD the lion’s share of support and went well beyond 
the norm to become true partners in the endeavor of launching, developing, and sustaining a high-impact network. 
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