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The State requests comments on the following one-year waivers granted from the U.S. Department of Education for the 2009-2010 school year to be granted for the 2010-2011 school year.
Waiver 1:  A one-year waiver of the Title I, Part A regulatory provision that prohibits a State from approving as providers of supplemental educational services (SES) schools identified for school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and local education agencies (LEAs) identified for improvement or corrective action. 
Rationale:  Identified schools and LEAs may be able to establish that they have an effective program that can help improve academic achievement of students and should not be prevented automatically from gaining approval simply because of their improvement status.  


Waiver 2:  A one-year waiver to allow local educational agencies (LEAs) within Tennessee with one or more schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring to offer supplemental educational services (SES), in addition to public school choice, to eligible students in Title I schools in the first year of school improvement and to count the funds spent providing SES to eligible students in those schools toward the LEA’s obligation to spend an amount at least equal to 20 percent of its Title I, Part A, Subpart 2 allocation on SES and choice-related transportation. 
Rationale:  The requested waiver will increase instructional time for students and improve the academic achievement of students by providing an incentive for an LEA to offer SES to eligible students one year earlier than the law requires, thereby enabling more students within an LEA to enroll in SES. Parents of children attending schools in the first year of improvement will be eager to enroll their children in SES, and that the increased enrollment in SES thus enabled by the waiver will contribute to improving student achievement.  

If you have comments regarding the requested waivers, please provide in writing via e-mail to  

Rita Fentress@tn.gov, by July 22, 2010.   All comments will be included in the State’s waiver requests to the U.S. Department of Education.  
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