What are supplemental educational services? 

The U.S. Department of Education defines supplemental educational services as tutoring or other extra education services that provide extra academic assistance to students outside the regular school day. The No Child Left Behind Act states that these services must be of high quality, research-based, and specifically designed to increase the academic achievement of eligible children. 

Entities eligible to provide supplemental services might include:

· Community agencies 

· Local Education Agencies 

· Public schools 

· Charter schools 

· Private schools 

· After-school programs 

· Child care centers 

· Libraries 

· Community colleges 

· Private companies 

· On-line schools 

· Family literacy programs/Even Start programs 

· Faith-based organization 

The US Department of Education issued guidance for supplemental educational services, along with answers to frequently asked questions. The guidance allows an individual or group of individuals to be an SES provider if they organize as a nonprofit or for-profit entity and they meet the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements. 

At a minimum, criteria established by the state education agency for identifying approved SES providers must include: 

(1) A demonstrated record of effectiveness in increasing student academic achievement; 

(2) Documentation that instructional strategies used by the provider are high quality, research-based and designed to increase student academic achievement; 

(3) Evidence that services are consistent with the instructional program of the school district(s) and with state academic content standards; and 

(4) Evidence that the provider is financially sound. 

Information for parents can be found at the U. S. Department of Education Web site.
