[image: image1.wmf]
What is adequate yearly progress (AYP)? 
AYP is a measure of a school or school district’s progress in meeting the federally mandated No Child Left Behind goal of 100 percent of students testing proficient in Reading/Language Arts and Math, a 90 percent graduation rate and 93 percent attendance rate by 2014. Schools and systems must meet performance benchmarks each year in order to demonstrate AYP.
What is a high priority school? 
A high priority school is a school that has missed the same benchmark for two or more consecutive years. Once a school is designated high priority, it must meet AYP for two years to return to good standing. More simply, it takes two years to get on the list of high priority schools or systems and two years to get off.
How is student achievement assessed? 
In Tennessee, students in grades 3-8 take achievement tests in math, reading and language arts known as the TCAP. In grades 5, 8, and 11, they also take a writing assessment test. High school students take Gateway exams in Algebra and English. Performance on these assessments is measured against standards set by the federal government to determine a school’s status. 
Every two years, state benchmarks will increase in an effort to reach the goal of 100 percent of students testing proficient. This year, benchmarks went up, on average, 5 to 6 percentage points in Reading/Language Arts and Math at both the High School and Elementary/Middle School level. A copy of those target benchmarks can be found on our web site by clicking on the TN Report Card, then on “Benchmarks.”
What is the State Department of Education doing to improve my child's school? 
Each year that a school does not meet required benchmarks, additional resources are dedicated to helping improve performance. Some improvements statewide include:
1. In January the State Board of Education officially adopted more rigorous high school standards with the passage of elevated graduation requirements and improved standards.

2. Governor Phil Bredesen has joined with other state leaders to implement The Tennessee Diploma Project, an affiliate of the America Diploma Project, which aims for all high school students to complete a common curriculum designed to prepare students for the demands of the workplace and higher education.
3. Realignment of all K-12 curriculum standards  
4. The Department instituted last year additional accountability measures into the comprehensive system used to focus districts on getting the best results for their students.
What is an Exemplary Educator? 
Exemplary Educators (EE’s) are the backbone of Tennessee’s efforts to improve teaching and learning. Tennessee earned a Harvard Innovation Award for the excellence and effectiveness of the EE program. EE’s are veteran teachers, principals, or superintendents selected and trained by the department and assigned to work with high priority schools to improve student achievement. 

How can I learn about school choice and supplemental services? 
School districts with Title I schools identified as high priority are required to offer school choice and supplemental services. Contact your school district office for more information. Phone numbers for district offices are available on the State Department of Education Web site at www.tennessee.gov/education. You can also find information about supplemental services on the Web site at http://www.tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/fpses.shtml. Information regarding school choice is available at http://www.tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/fpschlchoice.shtml. 
What can I do, as a parent, to help my school improve? 
All schools must develop school improvement plans, and schools identified as high priority must revise those plans, with input from parents. You can contact your school to become a member of the School Improvement Planning team. Of course, the best thing that you can do is support your own children in their educational efforts. For information on family and community engagement, visit http://www.tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/fpinvolveparents.shtml. 
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