[image: image3.png]



	PHIL BREDESEN

GOVERNOR
	STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

7TH FLOOR, ANDREW JOHNSON TOWER

710 JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY

NASHVILLE, TN 37243-0380
	LANA C. SEIVERS, Ed.D.

COMMISSIONER


Date:  December 28, 2007
Subject:  New Eligibility Standards for Specific Learning Disabilities
To:  
Tennessee Educators
[image: image1.png]


From:[image: image2.emf]Joseph Fisher, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Special Education 
                 Susan Bunch, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Teaching and Learning



The State Board of Education approved new eligibility standards for Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) on December 19, 2007.  The standards are attached to this email message.  The SLD standards are effective immediately and the State Department will begin conducting training in January 2008, with specific information provided soon.  The training plan will involve administrators, and both general and special education representatives.  We will conduct several immediate trainings using a Web-Ex format.  Directions on how to use Web-Ex will be sent before the event.  We will archive the event so that you will be able to access a link and repeat the training as often as needed.

Here are some important points to remember right now:

· The State Department will provide training and technical assistance.  You will also know who to call for answers to questions.  Many state consultants, including your field service center and special education resource center representatives, have been trained in RTI.  

· The standards prior to referral for a Specific Learning Disability (SLD) must be completed and documented for both: (1) the traditional IQ-Achievement Discrepancy Method AND (2) the Responsiveness to Intervention (RTI) Method, effective December 19, 2007.  These 9 standards begin on p. 1 of the Specific Learning Disabilities Eligibility Standards document and are identified as 2A:  1-8 and 2B: 1-3. 

· A district may plan to work toward using an RTI Method of Identification by gradually implementing components of RTI practices (universal screenings, 90 minutes of uninterrupted reading, progress monitoring, multi-tiered instruction, etc.) until the district has full implementation of RTI.  When the state department has approved the district’s submitted RTI action plan, the district will be ready to use the RTI Method of Identification for Specific Learning Disabilities.

· As you are aware, the State Department may allow districts to use the RTI Method of Identification; however, no district may use the RTI Method of Identification for SLD unless the Division of Special Education has approved the district’s RTI plan.  The RTI action plan template will be available on the TN DOE Special Education Assessment Services website by January 2, 2008 (see page 5 of the SLD Eligibility Standards document).
· Questions you may have will more than likely be answered in the IRIS Center for Training Enhancements, RTI Online Modules, located at http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources.html, particularly Module 4:  RTI:  Putting it all Together, and Module 5:  RTI:  Considerations for School Leaders.   These training modules were developed and funded by the State Improvement Grant to provide you with the tools you need to understand and implement RTI and its components.  Since these modules are always free, online-accessible with no password, immediately accessible at any page, paragraph, chart, video clip, etc., the State Department encourages all Tennessee educators to begin immediate study and training using the RTI modules.  One last module, “What is Tier 3?’ is currently under development, and will be online by March 2008.
· The RTI Method of Identification may only be used to identify students for special education in the category of Specific Learning Disabilities; however, the components and processes of RTI may always be implemented in a school to contribute to more effective teaching and learning.
· One precautionary note: The RTI and new pre-referral processes require time to implement, but should not unduly delay the evaluation process.  If a parent requests an evaluation and RTI processes are being used with that student, the RTI data being collected and documented should be provided and communicated to the parent so the parent may see the student’s response and progress.
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