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Background  
 
The National Paint and Coatings Association (NPCA) estimate that 
there are 3 cans of leftover paint in every household in America.  Man-
aging this leftover paint can be a challenge for many counties and mu-
nicipalities.  Currently landfills and transfer stations in Tennessee will 
not accept individual paint cans that contain liquid paint.  The Division 
of Solid Waste Management (SWM) has several options to allow 
county solid waste programs to make it more convenient for citizens to 
dispose of their household paint in an environmentally safe manner.    
This document presents guidelines for paint collection, exchange, con-
solidation, solidification, and basic consumer tips for keeping paint out 
of the waste stream altogether.  Through local management of paint, 
funds will be available to collect the truly hazardous household wastes 
in more counties. 
 

Collection  
 
A paint collection program is a county service to provide an environ-
mentally safe method of utilizing or disposing of old paint (latex and oil
-based) by collecting it at a secure site on a regular basis. The county 
must check with the local SWM field office for any possible  permit 
modification before starting the collection process.  The County must 
also notify the HHW program at the SWM Central office to discuss the 
program and plan for any disposal needs.  If approved, paint collection 
may take place at a sheltered convenience center, transfer station, re-
cycling center, landfill building, or mobile collection site.  For the pro-
tection of the environment and the safety of county workers, citizens, 
and state contractors, the following guidelines are put forth by SWM 
for counties that collect paint. 

 
There must be enough employees on-site to provide paint col-
lection/exchange during hours of operation. 
 
Only collect household paints in pints, quarts and in 1, 2, and 5-
gallon containers. Paint should only be accepted if it is in its 
original container.  Do not accept paint in glass containers.  The 
county should provide guidance to the participant with unac-
ceptable containers to dry the latex paint and dispose of it with 
household waste. 
 
Do not collect aerosols, thinners/solvents, herbicides/pesticides 
(creosote, etc.), industrial coatings, or any other household  
hazardous waste.  These substances are hazardous and 
should only be handled by a certified hazardous waste handler 
under the right conditions. 

Through local  
management of 

paint, funds will be 
available to collect 

truly hazardous 
household wastes in 

more counties. 


