11.  Struck by Tree Limb





A 66-year-old logger was killed while felling a tree in a five-acre wood.  The victim cut down trees and cut them into lengths.  A co-worker then moved the logs to a loading site where they were loaded onto a flatbed truck to ship them to a saw mill.  On this particular day, the victim went to fell an 85-foot-tall tree while the co-worker moved some logs with a skid loader.  The co-worker looked towards the area where the victim was working and saw his hardhat laying on the ground.  He found the victim on the ground with a 10-foot-long, eight-inch-diameter dead limb lying on him.  When the co-worker removed the limb, he saw that the victim was seriously injured.  Emergency services were called but the victim did not survive.  From examination of the scene, it appears that as the tree the victim was felling began to fall, it struck another tree, causing that tree to bend over.  When the first tree rolled off the second tree, the second tree sprung back and struck a dead limb in a third tree.  This third limb broke off and struck the victim.
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1910.266(d)(1)(iv)

	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and assure that each employee who operated a chain saw wore, leg protection constructed with cut-resistant material.

	Item 1b  1910.266(h)(2)(ii)
	Before each tree was felled, conditions such as, but not limited to, snow and ice accumulation, the wind, the lean of the tree, dead limbs, and the location of other trees was not evaluated by the feller and precautions were not taken so a hazard was not created for an employee.

	Item 1c  1910.266(i)(1)
	The employer did not provide training for each employee, including supervisors, at no cost to the employee.

	Item 1d  1910.266(i)(7)
	The employer did not assure that each employee, including supervisors, received or had received first aid and CPR training.


Citation 2
	Item 1  TDLWFD Rule

0800-1-3-.05(1)(a)
	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not made within eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free central telephone number (1-800-249-8510).
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