13.  Fall from Support Beam



__________
A 41-year-old employee of a subcontractor died when he fell with a stack of trusses that were lying across a support beam.  The work was being done on the third floor of the building under construction.  Employees were placing bundles of trusses onto the third floor using a forklift.  The bundle of trusses was placed across the outside walls.  At the front of the building over the balcony the trusses were placed cantilever style.  Since cantilever structures have no external support, a 2x4 board approximately 10 feet long was placed between the balcony columns to support the bundle.  In preparation for erection of the trusses, the victim walked out onto the bundle to break the band which held the trusses together.  The 2x4 that supported the trusses broke, allowing the trusses to fall.  The victim fell with four of the trusses approximately 28 feet to the ground below.  No fall protection system was in use.  He remained conscious and was transported to a local hospital where he died.  
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.501(a)(2)
	The employer did not determine if the walking/working surfaces on which employees are to work have the strength and structural integrity to support employees safely.

	Item 1b  1926.501(b)(1)
	Employees on walking/working surfaces with an unprotected side and/or edge which is six feet or more above a lower level were not protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 2  1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not verify compliance with the training requirements for fall protection by preparing a written certification record containing the name or other identify of the employees trained, the dates of the training, and the signature of the person who conducted the training or the signature of the employer.


[image: image1.jpg]















