14.  Fall from Roof






A 40-year-old employee died when he fell from a roof while he and a co-worker were performing stone repair on the face of an existing building.  A mobile scaffold was available for the work, but apparently they also chose to work from the roof of the building.  The victim told the co-worker that he was going to take a 40-pound bag of mortar to the roof.  The co-worker then went to the bathroom.  When the co-worker returned to the worksite, he used a stepladder to access the roof.  While climbing onto the second level of the roof, he saw the victim fall backwards off the roof.  The fall was approximately 30 feet to the ground below.  He died from injuries to his head sustained in the fall.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.451(c)(1)
	Supported scaffolds with a height to base ratio of more than four to 1 (4:1) were not restrained from tipping by guying, tying, bracing, or equivalent means.

	Item 2a  1926.451(f)(3)
	Scaffold and scaffold components were not inspected for visible defects by a competent person before each workshift and after any occurrence which could affect a scaffold’s structural integrity.

	Item 2b  1926.451(f)(7)
	Scaffolds were not erected, dismantled or altered under the supervision and direction of a competent person.

	Item 2c  1926.454(a)
	The employer did not have each employee who performs work while on a scaffold trained by a person qualified in the subject matter to recognize the hazards associated with the type of scaffold being used and to understand the procedures to control and minimize those hazards.

	Item 3a  1926.451(g)(4)(i)
	Guardrail systems were not installed along open sides and ends of platforms.

	Item 3b 1926.451(g)(4)(ii)
	The top edge of toprails or equivalent member on supported scaffolds was not installed at a height between 38 inches and 45 inches above the platform surface.

	Item 4a  1926.501(b)(1)
	Employees on walking/working surfaces with an unprotected side and/or edge which is 6 feet or more above a lower level were not protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 4b  1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards, which would enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.

	Item 5a  1926.1053(b)(4)
	Ladders were used for purposes other than the purposes for which they were designed.

	Item 5b  1926.1053(b)(13)
	The top or top step of a stepladder was used as a step.


Citation 2
	Item 1 TDLWFD Rule 

0800-1-3-.05(1)(a)
	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not made with eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free telephone number (1-800-249-8510).


See photo on next page
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