17.  Fall through Skylight





A 25-year-old employee died in a fall through a skylight.  The employees were replacing the roof and skylights on an existing warehouse building.  There were 44 four-foot by four-foot skylights on the roof.  At the time of the accident, three employees were working together laying waterproofing membrane around the new skylights which had previously been installed.  In order to do this, they had to remove the skylight, place the waterproofing material down over the hole, cut a hole in the material for the skylight, and then re-attach the skylight.  The employees were working on the fourth skylight from the end, and since they were at the end of the roll of waterproofing, they went ahead and rolled the rest of it out.  When they did this, the waterproofing material covered the hole of the third skylight from the end, which they had not started working on yet.  At this point the crew ran out of screws, and the victim walked a short distance away to get more.  When he was walking back, he walked between two employees holding the waterproofing material down and stepped through the hole for the third skylight, which was covered with the waterproofing material.  The other two employees tried to hold onto the material, but lost their grip.  They also tried to grab the victim as he fell but could not get to him in time, and he fell through the hole to the concrete floor below.   The employees were not utilizing any means of fall protection.  The victim died seven days later from injuries to the head sustained in the fall.
Citations 1
	Item 1  1926.501(b)(4)(i)
	Each employee on walking/working surfaces was not protected from falling through holes (including skylights) more than 6 feet above lower levels, by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems erected around such holes.
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The guardrails and skylight covers were not in place at the time of the accident
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