21.  Struck by Brick Wall





A 56-year-old employee was killed during a building demolition project.  A Bobcat loader and a track hoe were used to tear out the walls and window frames from the building.  The victim operated the Bobcat to remove the interior drywall walls of the building on the first floor.  Left standing in the center of the floor was a dividing wall made of double stacked brick.  It was ten-feet wide, nine-inches thick, eight-feet tall, and free standing in the middle of the floor, not attached to anything at the top because the ceiling had been removed earlier during asbestos abatement.  At the time of the incident, the victim was separating materials such as drywall and metal studs and stacking piles adjacent to some stairs.  The foreman was operating the Bobcat at the time and had picked up a load of drywall near the free-standing wall and taken it outside to dump it.  While outside he heard a loud noise and turned around to see that the wall had fallen on the victim.  The victim suffered fatal injuries from the collapsed wall.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.21(b)(2)
	The employer did not instruct each employee in the recognition and avoidance of unsafe conditions and the regulations applicable to the work environment to control or eliminate any hazards or other exposure to illness or injury.

	Item 2  1926.100(a)
	Employees were not protected by protective helmets while working in areas where there was a possible danger of head injury from impact, or from falling or flying objects, or from electrical shock and burns.

	Item 3  1926.850(a)
	Evidence in writing was not available that an engineering survey performed by a competent person had been performed prior to permitting employees to start demolition operations.
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Where the victim was standing when struck
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