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A 45-year-old carpenter died when a scaffold he was working on tipped over.  He was working for a subcontractor who was hired to install roof overhang soffit braces, wood siding around the windows, and a header beam for air return at a residential single family dwelling under construction.  The general contractor had previously rented an aluminum frame scaffold system and used it on the inside of the building.  On the day of the fatality, the victim and a co-worker took some of the scaffolding components from the inside and erected a one-level frame scaffold on the outside where they were to install the soffit braces.   They used stacks of wood boards as a base and placed the scaffold frames with cross braces on the wood board base.  They then installed one aluminum scaffold walk board and placed it farthest away from the building.  Two extension ladders were placed on the scaffold platform.  The two employees climbed onto the scaffold and then up the ladders to reach the height needed to install the roof overhang soffit fascia boards and blocks.  The ladders resting on the single stage scaffold moved or the scaffold moved, and the men fell 18-20 feet to the ground below.  First-aid was administered and emergency medical assistance was summoned and the men were transported to a local hospital.  One of the men died as a result of the injuries he sustained in the fall.
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.451(b)(1)(i)
	Each platform was not installed so that the space between adjacent units and the space between the platform and uprights is no more than one inch wide, except where the employer can demonstrate that a wider space is necessary (for example, to fit around uprights when side brackets are used to extend the width of the platform.

	Item 1b  1926.451(f)(15)
	Ladders shall not be used on scaffolds to increase the working level height of employees.

	Item 2a  1926.451(c)(2)
	Supported scaffold poles, legs, posts, frames, and uprights shall bear on base plates and mud sills or other adequate firm foundation.

	Item 2b  1926.451(c)(2)(ii)
	Unstable objects were used to support scaffolds.

	Item 2c  1926.451(f)(7)
	Scaffolds were not erected, moved, dismantled, or altered only under the supervision and direction of a competent person qualified in scaffold erection, moving, dismantling or alteration.  Such activities were not performed only by experienced and trained employees selected for such work by a competent person.

	Item 2d  1926.454(b)
	The employer did not have each employee involved in erecting, disassembling, moving, operating, repairing, maintaining, or inspecting a scaffold trained by a competent person to recognize any hazards associated with the work in question.
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Where soffit was being installed





The scaffold disassembled





Where the scaffold was placed








