29.  Struck by Hammer





________________
A 46-year-old employee was killed during the process of driving 40-foot steel H-piles into the ground   for a bridge construction project.  The victim had climbed up the ladder on the leads which is a “cage” around the hammer that holds the hammer in place and keeps it straight while pile driving.  He climbed to a height of about 40 feet and then climbed around the backside of the leads to pull the pile under the hammer which was being held in place above the pile by a crane.  He leaned into the leads to grab the pile, and the crane operator began to slowly lower the hammer into place above the pile.  When the hammer was about five or six feet above the victim, a loud noise occurred, and the hammer dropped onto the victim, crushing his head and upper body.  He was wearing a harness and lanyard and was tied off properly.  It was later determined that a foot control valve in the crane malfunctioned, allowing the 10,700-pound hammer to free fall. 
No Citations Issued
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