31.
 Fall and Struck by Beam







_____
A 32-year-old construction worker died in a fall while setting pre-cast concrete floor panels for a condominium under construction.   One-half of two concrete beams extended unsupported beyond the front of the building.  Two employees were working near the unsupported ends of the beams, positioning concrete floor panels which weighted almost 3000 pounds each.  The beams were secured to the existing wall with a grouted joint.  Rebar extended from the beam into the wall, but grout was not used to secure the connection.  One concrete floor panel was positioned on the part of the beams extending beyond the edge of the building, placed adjacent to the edge of the building.  No panels had been placed on top of the beams inside the perimeter of the building.  Suddenly one of the beams came loose from the wall and fell.  The victim, standing on the unsupported end of this beam, fell approximately 24 feet to a concrete slab below.  The beam then fell onto him.  He died from the injuries sustained.  The other employee on an adjacent beam was able to jump back onto the existing floor to safety and was not injured.
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.501(a)(2)
	The employer did not determine if the walking/working surfaces on which its employees were to work had the strength and structural integrity to support employees safely.

	Item 2  1926.501(b)(12)
	Each employee engaged in the erection of precast concrete members (including, but not limited to the erection of wall panels, columns, beams, and floor and roof “tees”) and is 6 feet or more above lower levels was not protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.
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