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35.
 Carbon Monoxide Exposure







_____
Forty-five employees were evacuated and thirty-three were transported to local hospitals after being exposed to dangerous levels of carbon monoxide.  Several employees were admitted to the hospital with classic symptoms of carbon monoxide exposure.  Workers began to experience nausea, headaches, and dizziness to the point where local firefighters were called to the scene.  When they arrived, they used monitors to check the air inside the building and measured 464 parts of carbon monoxide per million parts of air (ppm).  The TOSHA Permissible Exposure Limits for carbon monoxide are 35 ppm averaged over eight hours and 200 ppm in any five-minute period. The source of the carbon monoxide was traced to two propane-powered forklifts which were emitting excessively high levels of carbon monoxide.   
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1910.1200(g)(8)
	Employer did not ensure copies of the required material safety data sheets were readily accessible to the employees in their work area during each work shift.

	Item 1b  1910.1200(h)(1)
	Employees were not provided information and training on hazardous chemicals in their work area at the time of their initial assignment and whenever a new hazard was introduced into their work area.









Tomato repack area where many workers became ill
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