36.
 Struck by Tree










A 48-year-old logger was killed while in the process of felling trees at a logging site.  The victim began felling a 20-inch diameter, 70-foot long poplar tree.  As it fell, the poplar tree lodged against a 6-inch diameter, 60-foot long tree that was approximately 33 feet in front of the felling path of the poplar tree.  This caused the poplar tree to kick up and strike the victim in the lower back.  The poplar tree then slid down the 6-inch tree, knocking the victim to the ground and pinning him underneath the poplar tree.  A co-worker used a front-end loader to free the victim from underneath the tree, and emergency services were called.  The victim was pronounced dead at the scene.
Citation 1

	Item 1a  1910.266(h)(1)(iv)
	An employee approached a feller closer than two tree lengths of trees being felled before the feller had acknowledged that it was safe to do so, unless the employer demonstrated that a team of employees was necessary to manually fell a particular tree. 

	Item 1b  1910.266(h)(1)(vi)
	Each danger tree, including lodged trees and snags, was not felled or removed using mechanical or other techniques that minimize employee exposure before work is commenced in the area of the danger tree.

	Item 2c  1910.266(h)(2)(i)
	Before felling is started, the feller did not plan and clear a retreat path.

	Item 2a  1910.266(d)(1)(iv)
	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and assure that each employee who operates a chain saw wears leg protection constructed with cut-resistant material, such as ballistic nylon.  The leg protection did not cover the full length of the thigh to the top of the boot on each leg to protect against contact with a moving chain saw.

	Item 2b  1910.266(d)(1)(vi)
	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and ensure that each employee who works in an area where there is potential for head injury from falling or flying objects wears head protection.

	Item 3a  1910.266(d)(2)(i)
	The employer did not provide first-aid kits at each work site where trees are being cut (e.g., felling, buckling, limbing), at each active landing and on each employee transport vehicle.  The number of first-aid kits and the content of each kit did not reflect the degree of isolation, the number of employees, and the hazards reasonably anticipated at the work site.

	Item 3b  1910.266(d)(2)(ii)
	At a minimum, each first-aid kit did not contain the items listed in Appendix A at all times.

	Item 4a  1910.266(i)(1)
	The employer did not provide training to the feller about the recognition of safety and health hazards associated with performing felling operations.

	Item 4b  1910.266(i)(7)(i)
	The employer did not assure that each employee, including supervisors, receives or has received first-aid and CPR training meeting at least the requirement specified in Appendix B.

	Item 4c  1910.266(i)(11)
	The employer did not hold safety and health meetings as necessary and at least each month for each employee.
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