4.  Crushed Between Trench Box and Concrete Wall



A 22-year-old construction worker died when he was crushed between a trench box and a concrete wall.  The company was working at a water treatment plant under renovation and was in the process of laying new pipe at an approximate depth of seven feet.  Part of the pipe was properly laid, and the victim was told to go and rope off the part of the excavation that remained open while the trackhoe operator moved the trackhoe in position to begin work the next day.  The trench box was located approximately two feet from a concrete wall.  The trackhoe operator turned the upper structure of the trackhoe to position it to move the trench box.  As the upper structure rotated, the counterweight contacted the trench box.  When the operator moved the trackhoe to clear the trench box, he noticed the victim between the trench box and the wall.  Apparently, the victim had walked between the box and the concrete wall on his way to rope off the trench.
No Citations Issued
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