7.  Struck by Falling Material






A 47-year-old laborer died when a section of fireproofing material fell and struck him in the head and neck.  The fireproofing material was approximately 4 feet wide by 5 feet long and weighed about 115 pounds.  It was constructed of two layers of ⅝-inch thick fire-rated gypsum board and one layer of 1- inch think liner gypsum board.  It had been installed 15-20 years ago around the supply ventilation duct and the exhaust ventilation duct for an elevator machinery room in the basement.  At the time of the incident, the victim was sweeping up debris from the demolition of non-load bearing walls when the fireproofing material fell and struck him. The cause for the sudden release of the fireproofing could not be determined.  The victim was transported to a local hospital where he died three weeks later.
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