9.  Fall Down Elevator Shaft





A 46-year-old laborer died when he fell down an elevator shaft during construction of a nine-story brick building.  Inside the building, an empty elevator shaft for future use had been constructed beside the passenger elevator shaft.  On each floor a wall was to be erected in front of the empty shaft.  The victim, employed with the company for one week, was instructed to erect a scaffold on the second floor and transport materials from the third floor to the second floor so that the masons could build the wall.  All materials were transported to the second floor, and the victim was last seen just before lunch erecting the scaffold on the second floor at the opening to the shaft.  After the lunch break, the victim’s body was discovered at the bottom of the shaft.  No one saw the accident, but the victim had apparently fallen approximately 70 feet from the second floor to the bottom of the elevator shaft.   
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.451(g)(1)
	Each employee on a scaffold more than 10 feet above a lower level was not protected from falling to that lower level by some means of fall protection.

	Item 1b  1926.454(a)
	The employer did not have each employee who performs work while on a scaffold trained by a person qualified in the subject matter to recognize the hazards associated with the type of scaffold being used and to understand the procedures to control or minimize those hazards.

	Item 2a  1926.501(b)(1)
	Employees on walking/working surfaces with an unprotected side and/or edge which is 6 feet or more above the lower level were not protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 2b  1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards, which would enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.


Citation 2
	Item 1  1926.451(c)(2)
	The supported scaffold poles, legs, frames, and uprights did not bear on base plates and mud sills or other adequate form foundation.

	Item 2  1926.502(b)(2)
	Midrails, screens, mesh, intermediate vertical members, or equivalent intermediate structural members were not installed between the top edge of the guardrail system and the walking/working surface when there was not wall or parapet wall at least 21 inches high.
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