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10.  Three Employees Fell—Catastrophe—No Fatality

Five employees fell from the top of roofing bar joists to the ground level approximately 15 feet below.
The employees had placed 3x4 timbers across the top of the bar joists with 1/2-inch plywood on top of the timbers.  On the plywood they placed 50 blocks to be used to finish the top two courses of a masonry wall.  Bridging was not installed between the joists, and one end of the bar joist that fell was not secured to the wall and the other end had only one bolt to secure it.  The movement of the employees on the working surface thusly constructed apparently caused movement of the unsecured bar joist, and the working surface collapsed.  The blocks and other materials on the platform fell onto the employees on the ground.  All employees who fell were injured and were transported to a local hospital.  Three of the employees were hospitalized, and two were treated and released.   
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.451(g)(1)
	Each employee on a scaffold more than 10 feet (3.1 m) above a lower level was not protected from falling to that lower level.

	Item 2  1926.501(a)(2)
	The employer did not determine if the walking/working surfaces on which its employees are to work have the strength and structural integrity to support employees safely.

	Item 3a 1910.266(d)(1)(vii)(A)
	The employer did not ensure that each employee who works in an area where there is a potential for eye injury from falling or flying objects wore eye protection wore eye protection meeting the requirements of Subpart I of Part 1910.

	Item 2  1926.501(b)(1)
	Each employee on a walking/working surface (horizontal and vertical surfaces) with an unprotected side or edge which is 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level was not protected from falling by the use of guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 3b  1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards that enabled each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and did not train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.

	Item 4  1926.1051(a)
	A stairway or ladder was not provided at all personnel points of access where there is a break in elevation of 19 inches (48 cm) or more and no ramp, runway, sloped embankment, or personnel hoist is provided.


Citation 2

	Item 1  1910.178(l)(4)(iii)
	An evaluation of each powered industrial truck operator’s performance was not conducted at least once every three years.
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Similar platform to the one that fell with bridging installed








Platform that fell








