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14.
Fall While Boarding Crane






A 30-year old crane operator died when he fell from the loading platform of an overhead crane.  The co-worker who was operating the crane at the time saw the victim on the platform waiting to relieve him.  The co-worker had picked up a load of scrap tires at the north end of the scrap yard and after seeing the victim waiting, moved to the south end of the yard and dumped the load.  He then moved the crane north again to the landing so the victim could board.  When he looked out onto the landing, he did not see the victim standing there.  When he stood up and looked closer, he saw the gate on the landing was open and bent back and the left handrail was bent.  The handrail had not been bent when he began his shift 12 hours earlier.  He then walked out onto the landing and saw the victim lying on the ground approximately 30 feet below.  Emergency medical services transported the victim to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead.  Evidence gathered at the scene indicated that the victim may have attempted to board the crane while it was moving to dump the load of scrap tires.    
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Scrap area with crane





Crane boarding platform after accident








