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15.  Fall Through Floor Whole





A 32-year-old Hispanic drywall hanger died when he fell through a floor hole while working at a construction site.   The victim and a co-worker were hanging drywall in the electrical room on the 11th floor of a hotel under construction.  After working for several hours in the electrical room, the victim went next door to the storage room to determine how much drywall would be needed for that room since they would be working on it next.  When the victim did not return after approximately one hour, the co-worker called the victim’s cell phone but received no answer.  So the co-worker went down to a lower level to find some sheetrock to begin work in the storage room.  As he came back up from the 10th floor to the 11th floor, he saw an uncovered 24-inch by 40-inch hole in the floor to his left that he had not realized was there (it had been covered by a piece of plywood and by sheetrock stored on top of it).  He covered the hole with some scrap sheetrock and began to clean up the area before starting to hang drywall in the storage room.  As he was cleaning up, he found the victim’s tape measure on the floor next to the floor hole.  Sometime later when he still had not heard from the victim, he thought about the floor hole and the tape measure and began looking for the victim.  He went down to the 10th floor and looked down the hole, but couldn’t see anything.  So he proceeded down to the fifth floor, looked down and saw a hard hat.  When he went to the second floor and looked down, he saw the victim’s foot protruding out of the shaft.  He walked to the victim and spoke to him, but the victim did not respond.  Emergency services were called, but the victim died from the fall of approximately 110 feet.  He apparently stepped on the plywood covering the floor hole, which not being adequate, gave way and allowed him to fall.  The foreman was aware of the floor hole, but the workers were not.  
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1
1926.502 (i)(2)
	All covers were not capable of supporting, without failure, at least twice the weight of employees, equipment, and materials that may be imposed on the cover at any one time.

	Item 2
1926.592 (i)(4)
	All covers were not color coded or they were not marked with the word “HOLE” or “COVER” to provide warning of the hazard.


See Photos on Next Page
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Shaft on 2nd floor where the victim was found





Plywood cover as it was in place before the accident Yellow arrow = where it was secured to the concrete floor 


Red arrow =1-inch lip the cover was sitting on





Hole the victim fell through
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