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Struck by Cable
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A 46-year-old was killed when he was struck in the head by a cable (or hook attached to the end of the cable).  The victim and other employees had completed a bridge painting project and were on site to pick up the outrigger scaffolding that had been used.  The outriggers are steel poles clamped to the bridge with a cable running through it to support the containment system of tarps and chain length fencing used during the painting.   The tarps and fencing had been removed and the victim was working underneath the bridge removing the outriggers.  The cable still attached to the bridge at both ends was in his way, and he asked a co-worker on top of the bridge to release the cable at one end.  He did so and shortly thereafter the victim finished his work under the bridge and returned to the top.  The foremen moved to the edge of the bridge and noticed that the loosened cable was hanging dangerously close to traffic passing under the bridge.  He began to pull up the slack in the cable with the help of the victim and another worker.  The slack cable was successfully lifted and contained on top of the bridge.  However, when more tension was thusly placed on the cable, that action pulled the remaining cable loose from where it was attached to the middle bridge column underneath the bridge and created more slack.  This cable slack fell down toward the traffic and became entangled on a passing vehicle moving under and away from the bridge.  As a result the cable was pulled violently from the top of the bridge and struck the victim and another employee.  The victim received fatal head injuries, and the other employee suffered injuries to his ankles and neck.  
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1 T.C.A. §50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees, in that employees were exposed to cables that could be struck by passing vehicular traffic.


