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23.
Struck by Log





A 53-year-old supervisor on a road-construction crew was killed while clearing felled trees in preparation for the construction.  The crew was using a Caterpillar front-end loader to move the logs.  The operator of the Caterpillar had difficulty maneuvering the vehicle and picking up the logs with the forks of the loader.  So the victim decided that they would snake the logs out using a chain attached to the forks of the loader.  The victim used a measuring stick to measure a log so that another employee could cut the log to length with a chain saw.  Then co-workers hooked the chain to the loader and to a length of the log.  The co-workers walked back up a hill out of the way and the victim and chain-saw operator also backed up out of the way, about five feet away from the log.  The log was approximately 13-feet long and 15 inches in diameter.  The front-end loader operator began to pull the log out and turned around to see where he was going.  Just at that time, the log caught on a stump.  Then the log stood almost straight up and fell, hitting the victim in the chest and knocking him down.  The log landed on top of him.    CPR was started and the victim was life-flighted to the hospital where he died the next morning from crushing injuries to the chest.
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1a 1910.266(d)(1)(iv)
	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and /or assure that each employee who operated a chain saw wore leg protection constructed of cut-resistant material, such as ballistic nylon.

	Item 1b 1910.266(d)(1)(vii)(A)
	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and/or assure that each employee wore eye protection meeting the requirements of Subpart I of part 1910 where there is potential for eye injury due to falling or flying objects.

	Item 1c 1910.266(d)(1)(vii)(B)
	The employer did not provide, at no cost to the employee, and/or assure that each employee wore face protection meeting the requirements of Subpart I of part 1910 where there is potential for facial injury.

	Item 2a 1910.266(d)(2)(ii)
	Each first-aid kit did not contain all items required in Appendix A of the Logging Operations standard.

	Item 2b 1910.266(i)(7)(i) 
	The employer did not assure that each employee, including supervisors, receives or has received first-aid training, meeting at least the requirements specified in Appendix B of the Logging Operations standard.

	Item 3a 1910.266(h)(5)(i)
	A log was moved before each employee was in the clear.

	Item 3b 1910.266(h)(5)(viii)
	The yarding machine or vehicle, including its load, was not operated with safe clearance from all obstructions that may create a hazard for an employee.

	Item 4 1910.266(i)(1)
	The employer did not provide training for each employee, including supervisors, at no cost to the employee.


See Photo on Next Page




Yellow outline = where log was before it was pulled out


Red arrow = stump the log got caught on


Blue arrow = location of the victim


Green arrow = log after it struck the victim








