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28.  Fall from Tree During Trimming





A 49-year-old tree trimmer died in a fall at a residential site.  The company was hired to remove a 45-foot-tall tree that had recently been struck by lightning.  The victim climbed the tree to attach a sling to a branch that was to be removed by a crane.  The hook from the crane was to be attached to the sling, and the crane would bring the branch down.  A co-worker also climbed the tree ahead of the victim with a chain saw to cut other branches from the tree.  Both workers were tied off to the tree, the victim at approximately 35 feet from the ground.  The victim tied the sling to a branch above him and began descending toward the ground.  The co-worker, positioned above the victim, heard the victim yell and turned to see him falling.  He saw that the victim's climbing rope had broken when the victim was approximately 20 feet from the ground.  After hitting the ground, the victim attempted to get up but could not, although he was still breathing.  Emergency services were called, and he was transported to a local hospital, but he did not survive.
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1a  1910.132(b)
	Where employees provided their own protective equipment, the employer did not assure its adequacy, including proper maintenance.

	Item 1b  1910.135(a)(1)
	The employer did not ensure that each effected employee wore a protective helmet when working in areas where there is a potential for injuries to the head from falling objects.


Citation 2  

	TDL Rule

0800-1-3-.05(1)(a)
	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not made within eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free central telephone number (1-800-249-8510).
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Breaking point of the rope





Tree from which the victim fell








