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30.
Explosion of Oil Storage Tank
A 36-year-old employee of an oil-drilling company died from burns he received in a fire when crude oil came into contact with a gasoline-powered pump.  The company had removed crude oil from the ground and stored it in a holding tank.  The crude oil in the tank must be homogeneous before it can be turned over to a distributor.  The victim and several co-workers used a gasoline-powered pump to remove crude oil components from the bottom of the tank and transfer them to the top of the tank.  They continued this process until the oil was a homogeneous mixture.  The hose connected to the top of the tank was connected directly to the pump with no valve inline to stop the flow of oil in the hose back to the pump.  When the workers tried to connect a valve, the oil came into contact with the pump, causing a fire.  The victim was hospitalized for burns and died in the hospital two days later.  
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item  T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees in that an employee received fatal injuries when exposed to the physical hazards of fire from the use of a pump not approved for use with flammable liquids.

	Item 2  1910.106(e)(5)(i)
	Portable fire extinguishment and control equipment was not provided in such quantities and types as was needed for a fire started when crude oil came into contact with a gasoline-powered pump used for circulating crude oil in a storage tank 


Citation 2

	Item 1  1910.132(d)(1)
	The employer did not assess the workplace to determine if hazards were present, or likely to be present, which necessitate the use of personal protective equipment.

	Item 2  1910.132(d)(2)
	The employer did not verify that the required workplace hazard assessment had been performed through a written certification that identifies the workplace evaluated, the person certifying the evaluation has been performed, the date of the hazard assessment, and which identifies the document as a certification of hazard assessment.

	Item 3  19101200(f)(5)(ii)
	The employer did not ensure that each container of hazardous chemicals in the workplace was labeled, tagged, or marked with the appropriate hazard warnings.

	Item 4  TDL Rule

0800-1-3-.05(1)(a)


	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not made within eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free central telephone number (1-800-249-8510).

	Item 5  TDL Rule
0800-1-9-.07
	Employees were not provided annual refresher training on hazardous chemicals in their work areas.
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