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33.
Struck by Skid Steer Loader





A 22-year-old Hispanic worker died when he was struck by a skid steer loader while laying sod on a bank at an interstate highway construction site.  On the morning of the day of the accident, pallets of sod were delivered to the site, and a skid steer loader was used to distribute the pallets along the bank where the sod was to be laid.  The skid steer operator placed some of the sod at the top of the slope and some on the lower side of the slope.  Five employees began laying the sod from the top to the bottom of the slope.  When they reached the bottom of the slope, they began laying the sod from the bottom to the top.  The skid steer operator decided to move the pallets of sod to the top of the slope, and since the employees were laying the sod below the pallets, he drove around to approach the pallets and pick them up from the upper side.  When he began to come down the slope toward the first pallet of sod, the engine of the skid steer loader cut off and the loader came freewheeling down the slope toward the employees laying sod.  The operator shouted to the workers to get out of the way.  The employee immediately to the East of the victim jumped out of the way and the skid steer missed the employee on the West of the victim by only a few feet.  The victim was unable to move in time, and the skid steer loader ran over the top of the sod pallet and then over him.  He sustained mortal injuries as a result. 
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.601(b)(14)

	All vehicles in use were not checked at the beginning of each shift to assure that the following parts, equipment, and accessories were in safe operating condition and free of apparent damage which could cause failure while in use:  service brakes including trailer brake connections, parking system (hand brake), emergency stopping system (brakes), tires, horn, steering mechanism, coupling devices, seat belts, operating controls and safety devices.









Green arrow—where the engine cut off


 Red arrow—sod that was run over


Yellow arrow—where the victim landed








