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34.  Struck by Forklift

A 38-year-old powered industrial truck (PIT) operator was killed when his truck apparently collided with another truck in a warehouse.  The operator of an electric PIT removed a pallet of material from the shelves where it was stored and placed it on the floor in the aisle so he could place labels on the material.  When he finished the labeling, he returned to his electric PIT in order to lift the pallet and store it back on the shelves.  He did not keep a clear line of sight as he backed his PIT to get in position to replace the pallet.  The victim was operating a similar PIT nearby, and the two PITs collided.  When the driver of the first PIT felt the impact he looked back and saw the victim standing by his PIT, and another employee saw him slowly fall to his knees.  Emergency services were called and the victim was transported to a regional hospital where he was found to have succumbed to internal injuries to his chest.  

No Citations Issued
PITs involved in the incident








