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35.
Fall During Roofing Activities





A 52-year-old roofer died in a fall during installation of roofing material on a new residential construction.    Upon arrival at the site, the workers carried rolls of the tar paper to be installed first onto the roof.  Some workers nailed two-by-four-inch boards to the roof sheathing and used these as walk boards to access other areas of the roof.  Two 5/8-inch x 50-foot nylon ropes were attached to the roof  by driving multiple nails through the center of the ropes and into the ridge beam.  The ropes had a rope grab with a two-foot long shock absorbing lanyard attached to the rope grab.  However, none of the employees were wearing a personal fall arrest harness while working on the steep pitch (8 inch in 12 inch) roof.  The supervisor of the project laid and fastened two lines of tar paper on one side of the roof rolling it out across the roof.  As he laid out the third line of tar paper, he noticed that the line wasn't straight.  He left the roll where it was, securing it with staples near the end of the roll, and went back to the starting point to straighten the line.  The victim meanwhile was carrying rolls of tar paper to the roofers.  When he saw the supervisor trying to straighten the tar paper, he walked along the ridge of the roof and descended down the roof valley to help the supervisor.  As he was trying to get into position to help the supervisor, he slipped and fell to the roof surface.  He tried to grab for the 50-foot-nylon rope and then the two-by-four-inch walk board as he slid down the roof.  Unable to grab either, he fell 19 feet to the ground below.  911 was called but no one on site knew the address of the new construction which delayed the arrival of emergency medical personnel.  The victim died from head injuries sustained in the fall.
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1a
1926.501(b)(11)
	Each employee on a steep roof with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above lower levels was not protected from falling by guardrail systems with toeboards, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 1b
1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards.  The program shall enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and shall train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.


Citation 2

	Item 1
1926.50(c)
	A person who has a valid certificate in first-aid training was not available at the worksite to render first-aid.

	Item 2
TDL Rule 


0800-1-3-05
	Within eight hours after the death of an employee from a work related incident or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees as a result of a work related incident, the employer did not orally report the fatality/multiple hospitalization by telephone or in person to the area office of TOSHA, Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, that is nearest to the site of the incident.
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