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36.
Fall from Broken Manlift 





A 58-year-old material handler (Unloader) at a manufacturing facility fell from a belt manlift and suffered a fatal injury.    Part of his job was to use the belt manlift to travel between the six floors of the manufacturing facility to check that the process was running smoothly and to look for problems.  Typically the manlift was used 10-15 times per shift.  A few days before the fatality event, the Unloader on the second shift noticed a piece of the frame of the manlift partially broken between the basement and the first floor, but did not report it because the manlift was working fine.  The victim was found by a co-worker lying in the basement on the ascending side of the manlift inside the guardrail area.  The frame of the manlift was broken into two pieces on the wall side, a piece of the frame was lying on the floor, and a step was broken.  No one saw the victim fall, and the cause of it remains uncertain.  However, upon inspection of the broken step, a badly worn roller was found to be traveling along a deeply grooved channel guide rail, and the step supports had not been adequate to prevent the disengagement of the step roller.  These things may have contributed to the step breaking free from the belt while the victim was riding the manlift.  
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)


	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees in that

a. Periodic inspections were not being conducted every 30 days

b. The employer could not confirm that periodic inspections of the belt manlift were being conducted to include the minimum inspection requirements as reflected by the nonconformances observed (i.e. worn nut/bolt on step 12, worn roller on step 12, damage to step 12, all handholds not 3 inches deep, broken channel rail at the basement level, deep grooving in the channel rail, frame brace broken, top floor light not illuminated)
c. The employer's inspection records did not include the actual date of inspection or signature of the person who performed the inspection

d. The strength of the step supports for # 12 step (step that broke from the manlift on 12/02/08) was not adequate to prevent disengagement of the step rollers
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