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39.
Fall from Step Ladder










A 60-year-old employee of a manufacturer died when he fell from a step ladder.  He was working on the construction of a feeder bin and was performing welding and grinding on the inside of the bin.    The bin was placed upside down and sitting on steel saw horses approximately 25 inches above the concrete floor.  The victim had been grinding the welds inside the bin for about 35 minutes while standing on a five-foot tall stepladder when his air hose came loose.  A nearby co-worker come over and fixed the air hose so the victim could continue grinding.  The victim climbed the ladder inside the bin until approximately two feet of his upper body could be seem extending through the opening at the top (bottom, since it was placed upside down) of the bin. Since the ladder was only approximately 57 inches tall and the top of the bin was 105 inches from the floor, he was probably standing on the top or next-to-the-top step of the ladder.  The co-worker after repairing the air hose returned to his work station.  He heard a noise as soon as he got there and turned to see the victim fall and hit the concrete floor, the back of his head striking the floor first.  He was transported to a local hospital where he died seven days later.  
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Inside the bin





Feeder bin the victim was working inside





Opening where the victim's body extended








