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5.  Fall from Elevation










A 22-year-old construction laborer died when he fell while installing a roof on a commercial building.   His employer was subcontracted to install insulation and steel panels for the roof of the building under construction.  He was part of a three-man crew working on the south side of the building to roll out six-feet wide by 100-feet long rolls of insulation and then install two-feet wide by 155-feet long steel panels on top of the insulation.  As the victim and his co-workers were rolling out a roll of insulation, multiple gusts of wind occurred, uplifting the insulation and making it difficult for the employees to hold it down.  The victim and a co-worker were standing on the two-foot wide steel panel closest to the leading edge in an attempt to hold down the insulation.  The co-worker saw the insulation go over the side of the leading edge and the victim fall with it.  He fell approximately 75 feet to a gravel surface below.  
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1a
1926.501(b)(4)(i)
	Each employee on walking/working surfaces was not protected from falling through holes (including skylights) more than 6 feet (1.8m) above lower levels by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems erected around such holes.

	Item 1b

1926.502(d)(16)(iii)
	Personal fall arrest systems, when stopping a fall, were not rigged such that an employee can neither free fall more than 6 feet (1.8), nor contact any lower level.

	Item 1c

1926.502(d)(23)
	The employer did not ensure that a personal fall arrest system was not attached to guardrail systems, nor attached to hoists except as specified in other subparts of this Part.

	Item 2a

1926.760(a)(1)
	Each employee engaged in a steel erection activity who is on a walking/working surface with an unprotected side or edge more than 15 feet (4.6m) above a lower level was not protected from fall hazards by guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, positioning device systems or fall restraint systems.
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Where employee fell





View from ground, looking up.





Fall Area








