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6.  Fall from Elevation

A 59-year-old maintenance technician at a steel mill died while performing preventative maintenance at the facility.  Preventative maintenance included cleaning the floor, blowing off the transformer, and checking for arcing.  The transformer was located on an upper level, and a fixed 14-foot metal ladder was used to access that level.  While a co-worker was cleaning the floor in the furnace vault room, the victim stated he was going up the ladder to blow off the transformer.   A few seconds later the co-worker heard a thump and turned to see the victim lying on the concrete floor.  No one saw him fall, and it is unknown from what distance he fell.  EMTs from the facility responded and started CPR.  He was transported to a local emergency room where he died.  The medical examiner later stated the immediate cause of death was traumatic brain injury, due to, or a consequence of, an acute cardiac event.
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