11.  Overturned Equipment


A 39-year old logger was killed while using a skidder to clear felled trees from the side of a hill at a logging site.  The victim drove the skidder up onto two logs on the site.  When the bark on the logs slipped off, the skidder began to slide down the hill.  The skidder hit a tree stump approximately 50 feet down the hill and flipped over.  The skidder flipped twice as it rolled down the hill.  The force of the impact during the flips was strong enough to strip the steel door from the skidder and burst the front windshield.  The victim was ejected from the cab and was found by his co-workers underneath the skidder when it came to rest about 100 yards down the hill.  Emergency medical crews arrived on the scene shortly and it took several hours to retrieve the victim’s body.
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