12.
Struck by truck trailer



A 62-year old truck driver died when he was run over by a trailer.  He drove his tractor/dual trailer unit to the company’s maintenance shop for repair work including repairing holes in the cab floor, cleaning graffiti off the rear door of the real trailer, and checking the rear axle brakes of the rear trailer.    While a mechanic repaired the holes in the cab floor, the victim and a shop supervisor crawled underneath the front trailer and checked the brakes with a special tool.  The victim became interested in the tool and asked if he could use it to check the brakes on the rear axle of the rear trailer.  The supervisor told him he could but he would have to wait while he answered the ringing telephone in his office.  The victim reminded the mechanic of the graffiti on the rear trailer door and was told that the unit was going to be moved forward to position it near a drain and a water hose to do that cleaning.  When the supervisor went to his office, the victim walked toward the rear of the unit, which was also in the direction of the driver’s waiting room.  At the rear of the unit, the victim crawled underneath the rear trailer to check the brakes on the rear axle.  No one saw him do this.  The mechanic entered the cab of the tractor, started the engine, and moved the unit forward, running over the victim with the right side wheel of the rear axle of the rear trailer.  He was air-lifted to a local hospital where he died.
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Typical rear trailer, rear axle which ran over the victim








