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13.  Fire
Five workers were taken to the hospital after being caught in a flash fire.  Two workers were treated and released and the other three were admitted to the hospital for second and third degree burns.  The workers were hired to demolish a bake oven and two old paint booths in a warehouse that the owner wished to remodel.  In removing the first paint booth, they installed 2 by 4’s as temporary support columns while the existing metal columns were cut away.  After the metal columns were removed, they pulled the 2 by 4’s out from under the ceiling of the paint booth with a forklift and allowed the booth to fall.  When they followed the same procedure to remove the second booth, one of the 2 by 4’s in the second paint booth was not stable when the metal support columns were cut away and the booth began to collapse prematurely.  The employee using the torch to cut the metal columns saw the instability, and he dropped the torch and ran away as the booth was collapsing.  As the booth fell, old power coat paint dust in the booth was ignited by the torch flame causing a flash fire.  
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.21(b)(2)
	The employer did not instruct each employee in the recognition and avoidance of unsafe condition(s) and the regulation(s) applicable to his work environment to control or eliminate any hazard(s) or other exposure to illness or injury.

	Item 2  1926.850(a)
	Evidence in writing was not available that an engineering survey performed by a competent person had been performed prior to permitting employee(s) to start demolition operations.

	Item 3  1926.850(e)
	When the presence of explosive power coat dust was apparent or suspected, testing, purging, and removal were not performed and the hazard eliminated before demolition was started.



Catastrophe—No Fatality
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