13. Fall










A 58-year-old worker died from a fall that occurred at an industrial plant during a maintenance shutdown.   The victim’s employer had been contracted to inspect, clean, and perform needed repairs to a 200-foot tall chimney that was used to expel sulfur dioxide from the manufacturing process.  The three-man crew cleaned the inside walls of the chimney using a hydro blaster which they lowered down inside the chimney.  To lower the hydro blaster, they used a hoisting block attached to the top of the chimney, wire rope, and winch.  When the cleaning was completed, the victim climbed the fixed metal ladder on the outside of the chimney and began descending with the hoisting block which weighed about 10 pounds.  He was wearing a safety harness with a six-foot nylon web shock absorbing sling, but the lanyard hooks were not connected to the ladder rungs as he descended.  When he reached a point about 15 feet from the upper landing or platform of the ladder system, he fell and landed on the platform.  He died as a result of the fall.  
Citation 1
	Item 1 1926.1053(a)(19)
	The total length of a climb on a fixed ladder equaled or exceeded 24 feet and the fixed ladder was not equipped with: a ladder safety device or self-retracting lifelines and rest platforms at intervals not exceeding 150 feet, or a cage or well and multiple ladder sections, each ladder section not to exceed 50 feet in length.

	Item 2 1926.1053(b)(22)
	Employees using ladders were carrying objects or loads that could have caused them to lose balance and fall.
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