14.
Struck by load of pipe



A 53-year old truck driver was killed when a load of steel pipes shifted and fell on him.  He arrived at his destination with a load of steel pipe “casings” on a flatbed truck and positioned the truck for unloading in the receiving and loading yard.  During transport, the load of pipe was secured to the truck bed with nylon straps and metal bands.  The victim exited his truck and immediately began to loosen the nylon straps.  A material handler, who was responsible for unloading the truck, cut the metal bands holding the load and radioed another material handler to come help him finish the unloading.  As the victim loosed the last nylon strap at the front end of the truck, the top layer of steel pipe began to fall.  The first pipe hit the victim in the back of the head, causing him to hit his head on the trailer.  He fell to the ground where additional pipes fell on top of him.  Emergency medical services were called and found the victim with a weak pulse.  He was transported to the local hospital where he was pronounced dead of multiple blunt force trauma.
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