15.  Fall From Aerial Lift
A 45-year old foreman was killed while replacing a power pole which had been damaged by woodpeckers.  The foreman (victim) and five crew members were replacing the pole, guying pole, and power conductors.  The new pole had been set and aerial lifts were being used by the workers to attach guys prior to movement of the power conductors and related equipment from the old pole to the new pole.  The victim went up in an aerial lift to hang the top down guy on the new pole.  He was observed to be wearing no fall protection equipment, but commented to a co-worker that he would be done in just a minute.  During his descent in the aerial lift, the articulating boom hinged section contacted a section of an ash tree putting pressure from the boom onto a tree limb.  The force caused the limb to break and fall which caused the upper section of the hinged boom to move suddenly upward.  The victim was ejected from the basket of the aerial lift and fell to the ground below.  Emergency medical personnel responded but the victim had suffered fatal injuries.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.453(b)(2)(v)
	A body belt was not worn and a lanyard attached to the boom or basket when working from an aerial lift
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Victim ejected from bucket here





Contact with ash tree








