15. Overturned Equipment









A 46-year-old machine operator was killed when he drove a skid loader into a brush pile while preparing a site where a housing development was to be built.  The victim’s co-workers and his supervisor were taking their lunch breaks when the accident occurred, so there were no witnesses.  The victim lifted a load of timber and brush to place in a burning brush pile.  Apparently, the front end of the skid loader dipped forward and down into the brush pile.  This caused the skid loader to fall forward onto timber that extruded from the brush pile. It is unknown whether the timber rendered the victim unconscious or prohibited him from escaping from the skid loader.  When his co-workers arrived back at the work site after their lunch break, the loader was fully engulfed in fire.  Emergency personnel were called and upon arrival found the victim deceased.
No Citations Issued
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