16.
Struck by chipper cover



A 33-year old employee was killed when struck by a cover from a wood chipper.  The chipper was fed continuously with scrap wood from various areas of the plant by a vibrating conveyor.  A 58-inch diameter disc containing three cutting blades cut the wood pieces coming in to the chipper.  Three fan blades on the back of the disc allowed the wood chips to be thrown up and out of the chipper through the exhaust duct.  At the time of the accident, the victim and a co-worker were standing near the chipper and placing scrap that had fallen on the floor onto the conveyor when the chipper suddenly began shaking violently.  As a result,  the bolts holding the hood in place gave way.  The hood, weighting between 100 and 150 pounds, flew off and struck the victim, resulting in his death.  Investigation revealed that the most probable cause of the accident was that the fan blade came off the cutting disc, causing the disc to be unbalanced, resulting in the violent vibrating of the machine.  This vibration along with the fan blade being tossed around inside the hood placed extreme stress upon the hood bolts causing them to break. 

Citation 1

	Item 1  1910.151(b)
	There was neither an infirmary, clinic, nor hospital used for the treatment of all injured employees in near proximity to the workplace, nor a person or persons adequately trained to render first aid.
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Chipper hood which struck the victim








