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A 33-year-old emergency rescue worker died while attempting to retrieve two teenagers after they were swept over a 40-foot dam into the water below.  The victim was nationally certified for swift water rescue and was the captain of the local EMS swift water rescue team.  He and his rescue assistant  were working from a rubber boat designed specifically for this type of rescue when the boat was caught by the dam waters and threw the rescuers into the water.  The assistant was able to push free of the undertow (hydraulics), but the victim was caught in the powerful hydraulics of the dam water.  After a few minutes, the assistant rescuer was able to pull the victim to the bank and perform CPR.  The victim was transported to a local hospital, then transferred to a specialty center.  He died 3 days later from severe internal injuries.
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