18. Struck By Tree










A 35-year-old logger was killed when a tree felled by a fellow employee struck him.  The victim and a co-worker were felling rough white oak trees using chainsaws.  The victim finished cutting his tree and walked approximately 14 feet over to the other employee who had notched his tree.  He told the co-worker to go ahead and cut the tree down and walked back to the tree he had felled and began to clear limbs from it.  When the co-worker finished cutting his tree, it fell opposite of the intended path and struck the victim on the back of the neck and shoulder blades.  The forester was summoned and no pulse was detected on the victim.  He was transported by emergency personnel to a city hospital where he was pronounced dead.  
Citation 1
	Item 1  1910.266(d)(1)(iv)
	Employer did not ensure that each employee who operated a chainsaw wore leg protection constructed with cut-resistant material.

	Item 2  1910.266(d)(6)(ii)
	The distance between adjacent occupied work areas was not at least two tree lengths of the trees being felled.

	Item 3  1910.266(h)(2)(vi)
	A backcut was not made in each tree being felled, leaving a sufficient wood hinge to guide the tree’s fall in the intended direction.

	Item 4a  1910.266(i)(7)(i)
	The employer did not assure that each employee, including supervisors, receives or has received first-aid and CPR training meeting at least the requirements of Appendix B.

	Item 4b  1910.266(i)(7)(ii)
	The employer failed to ensure employees who had received first-aid/CPR training remained current.

	Item 5a  1910.266(i)(10)(i)
	The employer did not verify compliance with paragraph (i) of this section by preparing a written certification record.

	Item 5b  1910.266(i)(11)
	The employer did not hold safety and health meetings as necessary and at least each month for each employee.
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