19. Equipment Failure









A 31-year-old utility worker died when the utility pole he was climbing broke and fell to the ground.  The wooden utility pole was on a bank approximately 29 feet from the road.  It was a 40-foot pole with 34 feet above ground.  The area around the base of the pole was overgrown with weeds and brush.  A tree had fallen across the utility lines and torn down the wires.  Two employees of the utility company were dispatched to the site to conduct repairs; they were unable to do so from the bucket truck because the truck was too small and could not reach the top of the pole.  Therefore, one employee climbed the pole to make the repairs.  The downed wires were rigged with a rope connected to the truck so that when the truck was backed up, the wires could be raised to the employee on the pole.  After backing up about 6 feet, the employee in the truck heard the man on the pole yell, “Stop,” and looked back to see the pole leaning.  The pole broke at the base and then again approximately 8 feet from the top when it hit the pavement of the nearby road.  The victim was still secured to the pole with his safety belt.  He was transported by ambulance to a local hospital and later to a regional trauma center where he was pronounced dead.  
Citation 1
	Item 1 1910.269(a)(2)(iii)
	The employer did not determine, through regular supervision and through inspections conducted on at least an annual basis, that each employee is complying with safety-related work practices.

	Item 2a 1910.269(a)(3)
	Existing conditions related to the safety of the work to be performed were  not determined before work on or near electric lines or equipment was started.

	Item 2b 1910.269(q)(1)(i)
	The employer did not ensure that elevated structures such as poles or towers are capable of sustaining additional or unbalanced stresses that may be imposed from climbing or the installation or removal of equipment.

	Item 3 1910.269(c)
	The employer did not ensure that the employee in charge conducts a job briefing with the employees involved before they start each job.
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Path of the fallen pole (yellow line)





Bottom of the pole where it broke





Where the pole was standing
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