20.
Fall



A 25-year old window washer died while washing windows 45 feet above the ground.  He was working alone using a boatswain chair.  He apparently attached his primary rope around an 8” x 8” by 3” aluminum box, one of which was under each leg of an air conditioner cooler on the roof.  The boxes were there to prevent the legs of the air conditioner from damaging the roof, but they were not secured to the roof.  He attached his safety lifeline around a similar aluminum box under a different leg of the unit.  When he began to fall, the aluminum box did not hold and he fell to his death on the asphalt approximately 45 feet below.  The two aluminum boxes were found several feet from the air conditioning unit.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1910.28(j)(4)
	Employee was not protected by a safety lifeline securely attached to substantial members of the structure or to securely rigged lines, which would safely suspend the worker in case of a fall.

	Item 2  1910.28(j)(6)
	Roof irons, hooks, or the object to which the rigging was anchored was not securely installed.


Citation 2
	Item 1
TDL&WD Rule 0800-1-3-.05(1)(a
	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or ) the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not  $2000 made within eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free central telephone number (1-800-249-8510).
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AC unit showing missing aluminum box





Employee fell from here
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