20. Struck By Stack of Wall Panels








A 15-year-old construction worker was killed when a stack of wall panels fell on him. The victim and co-workers were constructing a new apartment complex.  Pre-constructed wall panels were received in bundles of 14 panels per bundle.  They were shipped vertically to avoid the necessity of a wide load permit and then stored vertically on the site near their end-use area.  A bundle was moved to building #2 where the crew was working and stored in the verticle position by attaching 2 x 4s to the concrete slab and 12-foot long 2 x 4s attached to top corner of the last panel in the bundle. (See photo)  The metal bands which strapped the panels together in the bundle were cut, and the crew began moving each panel to its designated area and fixing them in place with cut nails.  When the accident occurred, 9 of the 14 panels in the bundle had been been placed.  The co-workers heard a loud noise and turned around to see the victim laying underneath four wall panels.  They moved the panels off him and called 911.  The victim was unconscious and died at the hospital.   
Citation 1
	Item 1 T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees, in that employees were exposed to the hazards associated with the storage or pre-assembled wall panels that were stored vertically, in an unstable manner where they could tip over onto employees.
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Panels which fell on the victim





How panels were stored
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