21. Struck By Animal










A 36-year-old animal caregiver was killed by the elephant she was caring for.  The victim and a co-worker used a 4-wheeler with a trailer attached to bring water to two elephants in the pasture. The co-worker had discovered earlier in the morning that one of the elephants had a swollen right eye.  The co-worker examined the elephant’s eye, gave her some water, and then went to sit on the water trailer in front of the injured elephant.  The victim then walked between the two elephants, up to the injured elephant’s right side, and said, “I’m sorry your eye hurts.”  Within a few seconds, the elephant struck the victim with her trunk, knocked her to the ground, stepped towards her, kicked her, and stepped on her chest.  The elephant weighted approximately 7,600 pounds.  The co-worker got out his cell phone to call for help and when he flipped it open, the elephant hit him on the right shoulder and knocked him down.  The elephant then stepped towards him and kicked him.  The co-worker drug himself across the road and behind a tree.  The elephant then stood completely still and did not bother him again.  The co-worker took the victim back to the barn and attempted CPR, but the victim’s chest was crushed.  Paramedics were called, but the victim was dead when they arrived.  
No Citations Issued
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Area where the fatality occurred








